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1.) ESD beyond 2014 (GAP and SDGs)
2.) Strategic Directions of the UNU-IAS ESD Programme 



 Launched at the UNESCO World Conference on ESD (Nov 2014) 
 Adopted at the 69th Session of the UN General Assembly as the 

Follow-up to the UN Decade of ESD (Dec 2014) 

Overall goal:
To generate and scale-up action in all levels and areas of education 
and learning in order to accelerate progress towards sustainable 
development 

Objectives: 
1) To reorient education and learning (integrate ESD into the 

education agenda)   
2) To strengthen education and learning in all agendas, programmes 

and activities that promote sustainable development (integrate 
ESD into the development agenda)
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ESD Beyond 2014 
Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD 



GAP Priority Action Areas

1. Advancing policy 

2. Transforming learning and training environments

3. Building capacities of educators and trainers

4. Empowering and mobilizing youth

5. Accelerating sustainable solutions at the local level



ESD Beyond 2014 
Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD 

Strategies:

1. Building New Momentum 
Through Launch Commitments 

2. Harnessing Partnerships 
Through Partner Networks

3. Fostering a New Global Community of Practice
Through a Global Forum and an Online 
Clearinghouse

4. Showcasing Good Practice
Through a UNESCO ESD Prize 

GAP Implementation mechanisms:
Global monitoring framework
78 Partner Networks identified by UNESCO
UNU-IAS is a Partner Network for the Priority 
Action Area 5
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17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted at the UN 
Summit in September 2015, came into force on 1 Jan 2016

Goal 4 - Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long 
learning opportunities for all

4.7 - By 2030 ensure all learners acquire knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including among others through education for 
sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender 
equality, promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, global citizenship, and 
appreciation of cultural diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 
development 

 ESD has great potential to contribute to other SDGs through building 
interdisciplinary and multi-stakeholder partnerships.

ESD Beyond 2014 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)



UNU-IAS ESD Programme beyond DESD

Goal and Objectives of Programme: 

 To bridge the gap between learning and sustainable development 
through research and actions that advance knowledge across geographic, 
knowledge, and sectoral boundaries

To actualize this goal by meeting the following objectives:

 Accelerating local and regional solutions to sustainability issues

 Re-orienting higher education for societal transformation into SD

 Developing SD and ESD competencies and capabilities as well as a science-policy 
interface



UNU-IAS ESD Programme beyond DESD

Strategic Direction: 

Further advance ESD and address sustainability issues through the 
multi-stakeholder network (RCEs) and the higher education network 
(ProSPER.Net)  

 Multi-stakeholder networks are ideally positioned to translate global 
sustainable development policy and vision into local realities

 Because RCEs develop innovative modalities for action, education, 
and research, they can:

Create thematic networks in diverse research areas

Engage policymakers as key partners at local, national, and regional level

Undertake joint projects, capacity development, monitoring, and evaluation

Identify and share outstanding ESD practices (via RCE Communications Portal)



UNU-IAS ESD Programme beyond DESD

Strategic Direction: 

Contribute to international sustainability processes and UN debates 
through policy-relevant research and capacity development

Multi-stakeholder networks link local and regional initiatives to international SD and ESD 
platforms and processes, including:

 The Global Action Programme (GAP) on ESD

 Sustainable Consumption and Production through the 10 Year Framework Programme 
on Sustainable Consumption and Production (10YFP on SCP)

 Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services through the International Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

 Climate Change through Article 6 of the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)

 Disaster Risk Reduction through the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015-2030



UNU-IAS ESD Programme beyond DESD

Focus on synergy and coordination of partner networks and 
international platforms

Priority focus on areas such as:

 Sustainable consumption and production

 Biodiversity, ecosystem services, and traditional knowledge

 Climate change and disaster risk reduction

 Higher education driven initiatives

 Youth





Roadmap for RCEs

RCE Portal: http://www.rce-network.org/portal/unu-ias-roadmap-rce-community-2016-2020 12



Roadmap for RCEs
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3 Strategies: 
1. Strengthening governance to better coordinate ESD/SD 

learning and actions within the RCE Community 

2. Enhancing the capacity development of local and regional 
stakeholders to contribute to both local and global 
sustainable development initiatives

3. Strengthening the impact of actions related to SD/ESD by 
linking local and regional SD and ESD debates and 
processes with international platforms



Roadmap for RCEs

Strategy 1: 

Strengthening 
governance to 
better coordinate 
ESD/SD learning 
and actions within 
the RCE 
Community 



Roadmap for RCEs

Strategy 2: 
Enhancing the 
capacity 
development of 
local and 
regional 
stakeholders to 
contribute to 
both local and 
global SD 
initiatives



Roadmap for RCEs

Strategy 3: 
Strengthening the 
impact of actions 
related to SD/ESD 
by linking local and 
regional SD and 
ESD debates & 
processes with 
international 
platforms



Thank you very much! 

For more information, please visit: 
UNU-IAS Website (http://ias.unu.edu/en/) and 

RCE Online Portal (http://www.rce-network.org/portal/) 


