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Asia-PacificAsia-Pacific (28) (28)
Cambodia

23.Greater Phnom Penh

China

 24. Beijing

 25. Anji

India

26. Guwahati

27. Delhi

28. Lucknow

29.  Pune

30. Kodagu

31. Bangalore

Indonesia

 32. East Kalimantan

 33. Yogyakarta

 34. Bogor

Japan

35. Greater Sendai

36. Yokohama

37. Chubu

Middle East & AfricaMiddle East & Africa (13) (13)
Egypt

51. Cairo

52. Ghana

53. Jordan

Kenya

54. Greater Nairobi

55. Kakamega-Western Kenya

Malawi

56. Zomba

Mozambique

57. Maputo

Nigeria

58. Kano

59. Lagos

South Africa

60. Kwa-Zulu Natal

61. Makana & Rural Eastern Cape

62. Swaziland

Uganda

63. Greater Mbarara

AmericasAmericas (12) (12)
Canada

64. Saskatchewan

65. Greater Sudbury

66. Montreal

67. Toronto

68. British Columbia (North

Cascades)

Columbia

69. Bogota

USA

70. Grand Rapids

71. North Texas

Mexico

72. West Jalisco

73. Guatemala

Brazil

74. Curitiba-Parana

Argentina

75. Chaco

38. Hyogo-Kobe

39. Okayama

40. Kitakyushu

Korea

41. Incheon

42. Tongyeong

43. Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia

44. Penang

Fiji and Pacific  Islands

45. Pacific

Philippines

46. Cebu

47. Northern  Mindanao

48. Ilocos

Thailand

49. Cha-Am

50. Trang

Europe Europe (22)(22)
Austria

 1. Graz-Styria

Belgium etc.

2. Southern North Sea

Germany

3. Hamburg

4. Nuremberg

5. Munich

6. Oldenburger

    Münsterland

Greece

7. Crete

8. Ireland

Netherlands etc.

9. Rhine-Meuse

Portugal

10. Creias-Oeste

11. Porto Metropolitan

      Area

12. Açores

Russia

13. Samara

14. Nizhny Novgorod

Spain

15. Barcelona

Sweden

16. Skane

UK

17. East Midlands

18 Severn

19. North East

20. Yorkshire &

      Humberside

21. London

22. Wales
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Where we are and where weWhere we are and where we

are going?are going?

• What is the role of the RCE community in

learning and acting towards sustainable

development?

• What is the role of each RCE, at the regional

level and as a part of community, on this

journey?

Life beyond 2014…

3
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Growth and development ofGrowth and development of

the RCE communitythe RCE community

Expected number of the RCEs by the end of

the DESD (2014) is around 200

Shall we keep the number as a target?

Could we significantly increase this target?

Growing in number or focusing on thematic,

operational etc. priorities?

4



Evolution of Global RCE CommunityEvolution of Global RCE Community

Development

of the RCE

concept

Establishment

of the first 7

RCEs

Beginning of

cross-RCE

geographical

collaboration

Emergence of

thematic and

operational

groups

Discussion of

how to assess

RCEs begun

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

10 28 47 61

2009

74

Mid-

Decade

Year

2003

UNU/UNESCO

Conference on

Globalization

and ESD

 (Nagoya,

Japan)

1st International

RCE Conference

(Yokohama,

Japan)

2nd

International

RCE

Conference

 (Penang,

Malaysia)

3rd

International

RCE

Conference

(Barcelona,

Spain)

4th

International

RCE

Conference

(Montreal,

Canada)

DESD

Launched

Showcasing RCEs

at the World

Conference on ESD

(Bonn, Germany)

Establishment

of ESD

Programme at

UNU-IAS

Number of RCEs

Acknowledged by

UNU

Today –

76 RCEs
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Emerged roles of RCEsEmerged roles of RCEs

RCE as a mobilising agency

• Bringing together local champions

• Bridging historical and institutional divides

• Second waive of mobilisation through thematic

networks

RCE as a coordinator

RCE as a facilitator of social learning and

transformation

6
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Future growthFuture growth

Expected number of the RCEs by the end of

the DESD (2014) is around 200

Shall we keep the number as a target?

Could we significantly increase this target?

Growing in numbers or focusing on thematic,

operational etc. priorities?

Question for continental and thematic

discussions

7
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As of data for 2009 (based onAs of data for 2009 (based on

annual reporting)annual reporting)

9
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RCE Project Topics with respect toRCE Project Topics with respect to

Continents as of 2009 (n=259)Continents as of 2009 (n=259)

10



www.ias.unu.eduwww.ias.unu.edu



www.ias.unu.eduwww.ias.unu.edu

ResearchResearch

Development of the joint academic publications,

e.g.,

• Special section of the Journal of Education for

Sustainable Development

• A book with Peter Lang publisher

• …

UNECE Competencies for educators in the area of

ESD

Sustainable production and consumption (SPC) and

sustainable livelihood (SL) research of RCEs

12
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A need to formulate research questions and

research strategies

Linking research component to the on-going

action projects

ResearchResearch

13
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CommunicationCommunication  productsproducts

15

Quarterly bulletins – thank

you for contributing!

Web-updates

Major promotional publication

– First 5 years of RCEs

Communications guidelines

developed
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Next stepsNext steps

An online RCE portal - do we need it? If yes,

what should be the objective of the tool? How

do we share responsibility during

development and for maintenance among the

RCE community?

How do we gather and promote your best

projects and activities?

16



RCE Sub-Networks:RCE Sub-Networks:
Thematic, Operational,Thematic, Operational,

Research & ContinentalResearch & Continental

NetworksNetworks
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RCE Sub-Networks:RCE Sub-Networks:
Thematic, Operational, Research & Continental NetworksThematic, Operational, Research & Continental Networks

! At International RCE Conferences (2006 Yokohama, 2007 Penang,
2008 Barcelona, 2009 Montreal, 2010 Curitiba), working groups on
diverse thematic areas are held:

• Thematic networks (Sustainable Consumption & Production (SCP), Youth,

Health, Teacher training, Biodiversity, E-learning, Climate change)

• Operational networks (Fundraising, Reporting, Communications)

! Some thematic networks organize meetings to develop joint
activities.

! Research networks are forming among RCEs. Some projects are
funded externally (e.g., by EU, MEXT).

! Continental networks (North America, Europe, Asia-Pacific, Africa) are
coordinated by RCEs.

18
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What brings RCEs together?

Projects

What else?

Will define the strategy of the face-to-face meetings
• RCEs subnetworks

19
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Powerful Powerful mobilizing effects mobilizing effects of the initiatives ofof the initiatives of

ESD Programme enhance legitimacy of andESD Programme enhance legitimacy of and

research opportunities for UNU-IASresearch opportunities for UNU-IAS

Examples of externally-raised funds by

individual RCEs, RCE Consortia and ProSPER.Net members

21

Amount Raised Funding Source Purpose

ESD-CLIPS 1 million euro EU Inter-RCE collaborative research

on SCP

RCE Yokohama,

RCE Penang, RCE

Cebu

5 million JPY
(expected to be

renewed for the next

two fiscal years)

MEXT International

Cooperation Initiative

(Competitive fund)

Inter-RCE development of ESD

programme at graduate level

RCE KuwaZulu

Natal (South Africa)

35,000 USD SIDA Support establishment of 14

RCEs in southern Africa, at least

one in each of the member states

of SADC (South African

Development Community)

RCE Tongyeong 20 million USD Korean Government Construction of an ESD centre

(physical RCE)



FundingFunding

What are the strategies for reaching funds

from major institutional donors – international

and national level?

How to earn money – what might be the

niche?

…
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RCE Annual Reporting & AssessmentRCE Annual Reporting & Assessment

PortalPortal
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RF 1: General
Information on RCEs
(RCE contact, history,…)

RF2: Reporting
Database (motivation,
vision, network,…)

RF3: Project Database
(flagship project
descriptions,…)

RF4: Self evaluation

Reporting FormsReporting Forms

connected toconnected to

processprocess assessment assessment
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RCE Annual Reporting &RCE Annual Reporting &

Assessment PortalAssessment Portal
Behind the assessment are the project

descriptions of the annual reporting!

RCE Graz-Styria

Leadership: Hosted by University, shared

RCE vision with partners,

Social Networks: Advisory Boards, Capacity

networks

Participation: Advisory Boards, Information

campaigns, Online-Forums

Education & Learning: Education for

Sustainable Development, Regional

Learning activities – intergenerational

Research: RCE development, regional

learning, strong partner involvement in

research activities



RCEs and global strategiesRCEs and global strategies



UNESCO Strategy for theUNESCO Strategy for the

Second Half of DESDSecond Half of DESD

(March 2010)(March 2010)

p.8,  A (a)p.8,  A (a)

As a strategy to As a strategy to strengthenstrengthen

partnerships among ESDpartnerships among ESD

stakeholdersstakeholders,  the report suggests,  the report suggests

enhancing cooperation with other UNenhancing cooperation with other UN

entities, including UNUentities, including UNU

p.12, C (a)p.12, C (a)

As a strategy to As a strategy to generate knowledge,generate knowledge,

share new approaches and enhanceshare new approaches and enhance

evidence-based policy dialogueevidence-based policy dialogue,  the,  the

report suggests  cooperating withreport suggests  cooperating with

UNU in the framework of RCEsUNU in the framework of RCEs

28
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Engagement with international processesEngagement with international processes

Synergies with international processes related to DESD, e.g.
• Global Monitoring and Evaluation Framework

• Cycle 1: 2007-2009 – structures

• Cycle 2: 2009-2011 – learning initiatives

• Cycle 3: 2011 – 2014 -- impact

• UNESCO associated schools project (ASP-Net)

• UNESCO Chairs (RCEs Okayama, Creta, Hamburg, Toronto)

Synergies with SD processes
• Rio +20

• UNECE

• CSD

• CBD

• Climate Change processes (COP)

Synergies with SD and ESD projects/networks
• PERL

29



Key developments andKey developments and

challengeschallenges
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Across continentsAcross continents

Finding synergies with higher education

networks, e.g. ProSPER.net in Asia, Copernicus

in Europe, MESA in Africa

Continent-wide projects – Sejahtera (Asia),

LENSUS (Europe)

North-North, North-South, South-South

cooperation

Key opportunities provided by key academic

journals, JESD, IJSHE, new journal by RCE

Greater Phnom  Penh

31
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Joint fundraising efforts

In search of continental strategies

Greater activities in the policy domain

(Europe 2020, etc.)

Understanding of the need of capacity

development across existing RCEs

Research through flagship projects

32


